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IN TOE CLAIMS 

1 . (Previously Presented) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling in a 
room for connection to a flexible duct about the ceiling comprising: 

a manifold housing adapted for connecting to the duct located above the finished 
ceiling, said housing providing a fluid passageway from the duct to the room; 

a ceiling clamp operably associated with the manifold housing for attaching the 
manifold housing within a hole of the finished ceiling, the ceiling clamp having an actro 
accessible from below the finished ceiling; and 

a removable manifold collar releasably attachable to the houskg wi^ 
access opening in the side wall, wherein the second access opening has a peripheral edge arid at 
least one portion of the peripheral edge has an inwardly directed lip, and said cbllaof has a double 
edged flange portion for securing to the inwardly directed Up. 

2. (Original) The air duct register of claim 1 wherein the manifold housing is 
installed from below the ceiling and connected to the flexible duct located above the celling. 

3. (Original) The air duct register of claim 1 wherein each ceiling clamp further 



a thumb-cam for actuating the clamp. 

4. (Original) The air duct register of claim 1 further comprising: 

a removable manifold collar releasably attached to the manifold housing. 
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5/(Original) The air duct register of claim 4, wherein the manifold collar includes 
a plurality of retaining barbs for connecting to the flexible duct 

6. (Original) The air duct register of claim 2 wherein said housing has a first 
access opening at one end for positioning in a ceiling and a second access opening in a side wall 
of the housing positioned 90° fiom the first access opening. 

7-8, (Cancelled) * ' 

9. (Previously Presented) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling in a 
room for connection to a flexible duct above the ceiling comprising: 

a manifold housing adapted for connecting to the duct located above the -finished 
ceiling, said housing providing a fluid passageway from the duct to the room; 

a ceiling clamp operably associated with the manifold housing for attaching the 
manifold housing within a hole of the finished ceiling, the ceiling clamp having an actiiator 
accessible from below the finished ceiling; and ' - 

aremovable manifold collar releasably attachable to the housing within the second 
access opening in the side wall, wherein the manifold collar has a through aperture sized to 
correspond with the flexible duct and defined by a peripheral wall, wherein one end of ttie wall has 
a plurality of retaining barbs for connecting to the flexible duct. 
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10. (Previously Presented) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling' in a 
room for connection to a flexible duct above the ceiling comprising: 

a manifold housing adapted for connecting to the duct located above ^e ftnished 
ceiling, said housing providing a fluid passageway from the duct to the room; 

. a ceiling clamp operably associated with the mamfold housing for attaching the 
manifold housing within a hole of the finished ceiling, the ceiling clamp havmg an actuator . 
accessible fiom below the finished ceiling; and 

a removable manifold collar releasably attachable to me housing within the second- 
access opening in the side wall, further comprising a rotatable door releasably attachable to me 
manifold collar wherein said door is positionable between a fully open and a fuUy closed position: 



11. (Original) The air duct register of claim 9, wherem me omer end of the 
peripheral wall forms a ledge for receiving a releasably attachable door! 



12. (Original) The air duct register of claim 10, wherein the door is movable to 
a position from folly opening the passageway through fully closing the passageway. " " ' 



13. (Original) The air duct register of claim 1, wherem the mainibid housmg has 
a radiused and smooth interior for the fluid passageway. 



14. (New) An air duct register for use in a finished ceiling in a room adLapied 'to 



be connected to a flexible duct extending above the finished ceiling comprising: 



: :!'V 
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a manifold housing having an upper portion adapted to be connected to said flexible 
duct and having a bottom portion adapted to be fit into an opening in said ceiling, said manifold 
housing substantially enclosing a space defining passageway directing airflow fiom saia duct into 

.the room; ' "'' J; " : : "": ' ^"^^ 

a bottom opening at said bottom portion of said manifold housing for <Kschar^ng 

air flow through said ceiling opening with said housing bottom portion in position v^thm sai^ 

ceiling opening; 

said manifold housing further including a side wall piece norraally in a portion 
covering a side opening in said manifold housing but readily detachable ani able to tie drawn into 



manifold housing through said bottom opening; 

said side wall piece having a collar extending around a duct opening therein 



opening; and, 



manifold housing to the finished ceiling, said ceiling mounting arrangement accesable frbm fceiow 
the finished ceiling to enable mounting of said manifold housing to said finished ceiling whereby 
a flexible duct can be pulled through said manifold housing side opening wi^ said side piece 
detached and out through said housing bottom opening and finished ceiling opening* and thereafter 
attached to said side wall piece collar with said side wall piece separated from sai<i manifold 
housing, said side wall piece and attached flexible duct thereafter being able to be pushed back \ 



PAGE 6112 * RCVD AT 712512005 5:52:05 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:2486446530 ' DURATION (mm<sj:^16!|i|ii;! 



FRQN : FAX NO. : 2486446530 Jul. 25 2005 06:00PM P7 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

through said manifold housing bottom opening and said side wall piece attached :'to Mmri^ 
housing in said position covering said manifold housing side opening. 

15. (New) The air duct register of claim 14 wherein the manifold housing is 
configured to be inserted up through said finished ceiling opening flora below said fimsfced 
ceiling. ' : "\ *' 

1 6. (New) The air duct register of claim 14 wherein said ceiling housing "! 
arrangement comprises a pair of ceiling clamps mounted to said bottom portion of said nw^old: 

housing; and T' 

each ceiling clamp includes a thumb screw having a head manually rotaiable to 
actuate a clamping member to engage and grip an adjacent section of said finished ceiling. 

17. (New) The air duct register of claim 14, wherein said side waU piece an& saicl 
manifold housing have interfit portions locating and holding said side wall piece in said position 
covering said side opening 

18. (New) The air duct register of claim 17, wherein said manifold housing and 
side wall piece interfit portions are snap fit together to make said side wall piece i eleasably 
attachable to said manifold housing when positioned covering said side wall opening^ 
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19 . (New) Hie air duct register of claim 18, wherein said mamfbldWmg side 
opening is defined by a peripheral edge and at least one portion of the peripheral ed^e has an 
inwardly directed lip and said side wall piece has a mating double edged flange portion for 
receiving the inwardly directed hp therebetween when said side wall piece is installed covering 

. said side wall opening. ; 

20. (New) The air duct register of claim 19, wherein said side watfpieceh^atop 
edge received in a slot formed at the top of the inside of said housing adjacent said side opening 
and the bottom of said side wall piece has a deflectable tab projecting from said lip ah^ed with a 
slot in said housing side opening peripheral edge and snap fit thereto when said side wall piece is 
pushed against said peripheral edge of said side wall opening. 
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